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H I'eppavia e16éPfare otnv EALGSa TV 6m Amtpthiov 1941 kon katéraPe tv ABva v 271
Ampidiov. H mpodt emiPeforopévn npdén avtiotaong Elafe yopa t viyta e 30mg Maiov,
otav 600 PortnTég, 0 ATdcTOoAOG Zdvtog Kot 0 Mavaing I'AéCog, avépnkav ot PopeloduTikn
TAeVPpA TG AKPOTOANG Kal Katéfacav Tn onuaia pe ) ofdotika. Ta mpodta evpdtepa KiviuaTo
avtiotaong onueidonkay otn Bopeia EAALGOa, HeTd TV TPOoodpTon EAMNVIKGV £00.pmV omd TN
Boviyapia. Tn viyta g 28ng mpog 29 ZentepPpiov, o Aadg g Apdpag eEeyépOnke, aArld N
e&éyepon karamviynke Ko awd 300 £mg 500 kdatowotl exteAéotnroy and Tov fOVAYapIKO GTPATO.
Tig emopeves efoopadec, mepimov 15.000 quoyor crot®@OMKay.

H npot peydn avtictacioky| opydvmon mov pvudnke nrov 1o EOvikd Arelevbepwticod
Métono (EAM), to omoio péypt to 1944 apiBpovoe ndve amd 1.800.000 péin. Opyovodnke and
10 Koppovviotikd Koppa EALGdag (KKE). To 1942 suykpothOnke o otpatdc tov EAM, o
EMnvikdg Aaikdg AnedevBepmtikdg Ltpatdg (EAAY), vid v nyesio tov Apn Behovyuot. H
JevTEPT UEYOADTEPT AVTIGTAGLOKT OpYAvmon NTav 1 kevipoyevig EBvikr Anpoxkpartikn
ElMnvicr 'Evoon (EAEY), vd tv nyecia Tov Tpdnv aSiopatikod T0V GTPATOD, GUVIOYLATAPYN
Namoléovia ZEpPa.

Mia amd T1g mo Bsapatikég Tpaelg doAoehopdc mpaypatomomOnke otic 25 Noguppiov 1942,
otav avatvdydnke n cdnpodpopky yépupa tov 'opyomotdpov, mov cuvédee T POpeta Le ™
votia EALGSa, o€ emyeipnon mov ekteAéotnke amd kovov and tov EAAX kan tnv EAEX.

H avtiotaon oty Kprtn frav cBevapn kou giye enikevipo ta opevd. Tnv 26m Anpidiov 1944, o
otpatnyog Xdawpry Kpéime amydn and Bpetavoig mpdktopeg Kot EAANVIKEG AVTIGTAGLOKES
opdoeg kan petapépdnke oto Kdupo yia avaxpion. H Kpntn minpwoe Bopd tipnua yio v
avtioTaon TG, KaOdS TOALA YWP1d KATOCTPAPN KOV Kot TOALOT GLLoOl EKTEAECTNKAV.

Mia amd T1g oNUOVTIKOTEPEG LOPPES avTIoTAON S NTAY TAL LOSIKA KIVILLOTO O0LapTUPioS TOV
AoV, Z11g 25 Moptiov 1942, kaBdg portntég mpoonddnoav va KataEcouy GTEQAvVL GTOV
Ayvooto Ztpatid yuo v enételo g EOvikng Eoptrg, 0éyxnkav eniBeon and mmopdpovg
ItaAov¢ aotuvopkois. Téooepic portnTég oKOTOOMKAY Kot TOAAOT AAAOL TPALLOTIGTIKOVY.
[Topdpota eneicoo1a onueidOnkay kot to 1943, pe axdun nepiocdtepa BOpOTA GE S1APOPES
neproyég g AMvag. H aypromra tov duvapemv Katoyng apOTVICE TO TVEVLO OVTIGTACTG GTOV
evpOTEPO 0OTIKO TANBVOUO. ZOvTopa petd, ot epyaldpevol otig Tnlemkowvmvieg Kot ot
Tayvopopeia Eexivnoav anepyio oty AOnva, 1 onoia eEamAmOnke oe OAN T y®Opa. Evod ta
QTN HLOTO TV OTEPYADV NTOV OIKOVOUIKNG PUGEMG, N omepyia EAaPe TOAMTIKT d146TACT, KOONDS
vrootpiydnke and to EAM. H anepyia éAnée otig 21 Ampidiov, e TV TANPN LTOYDPTOT TG



d0G1AOYIKNG KLBEPYNONG KoL TNV OO0y TOV GITNUATOV TOV OTEPYDV, TEPIAAUPAVOUEVNS TNG
dpeonc ameAevfEéPmoNG TV GLAANEOEVT®V NYETOV TNG amePyiog.

Ot andmepec Inpovpyiag EAANVIKNAG Agyedvag Yo va ToAepoet pe Toug I'eppoavoig oto
ZTAMVYKPOVT amETuyov, Kupimg Aoy tng anpobuuiog tov EAAvev aélopatikodv kot
OTPATIOTOV VO, GUUUETATYOVV GE TETOLN EYYEIPNON. AlpapTVPieS TPAYUOTOTOWONKAY EVAVTLOL
otV amooctoA EAMMvev epyatov ot ['eppovia. H tpo dtadiwon opyavobnke otig 7
DePpovapiov 1943. Kab’ 6An ) dudpketa tov Pefpovapiov, dradoyikéc amepyieg kot
dtdnAmoelg mapérlvoay v AOMva, e amokopvemua pio. Lollkn cLuykEVIp®on otig 24
defpovapiov pe cvpperoyn 70.000 atdépmv kot otic S Maptiov pe 300.000 dropa. To
Ymovpyeio Epyaciag katal@Onke amd Toug S1adNA®TEG Kot 01 AKEAOL TOV EPYUTOV TOV
enpodkelto va arootolovy ot [eppovia kataotpaenkay. AeKooKT®d SudNAOTEC GKOTOONKAY
kot 135 tpavpotiomnkay amd Ta yepraviKa Kot 1ITaAlkd otpatevpata. [Iponyovpuévmg, n kndsia
tov eBvikov momt Koot [alapd, otig 28 dePpovapiov, petatpdnnke oe avti-dEova
dtdnrmon. Tehkdg, To oyédio amoctoAng EAMvev epyatdv ot Ieppavia katéppevoe.

AMAG Tpog To TEAOC TOV TToAENOV, 1 EALGSa dpyioe va avtipetonilel TpofAuata pe Tov
oLUpayo6 TG, ™ Meydin Bpetavia,  omoia Tov Abyovsto tov 1944 chvaye coppmvia pe
I'epuavia ot AwsaBéva. H copeovia ooty tpoéPrene 6ti n omoy®dpnon ToV YEPUAVIK®OY
otpatevpatV amd v EAAGda Ba yvotav yopic mapepunddion amod ) Ppetavikn mievpd. Kat’
avTdV TOV TPOTO, 0 PPeTaviKog oTpaTodg dev Ba vEicTATO aTMAELES Kot Oa TapEpeve 1GYLPOG
wote vo mtorepnost 10 EAM-EAAY poig amoympovsav ot I'eppavoi. Xty Kpnm, ot Bpetavoi
ocvpeovnoay pe tovg I'eppavoig mote ot I'eppavol aypudAmtol ToAEHOL va Topapeivovy 61o
vnot. Kt avtd éywve. Ot I'eppavot arypudiwtor mapépevav oty Kpnn ent entd prveg petd to
TEAOG TOV TOAELOL, PEYPL TOV Mdno tov 1945, omAicuévot, kot xpnoipomotdnkay yio tnv
kataotol Tov EAAX. Katd v mepiodo avtg g Bpetavo-yeppavikng Katoyns g Kpng, ot
I'eppavoi dolopovnoav 45 Kpntukotvg ko Bopapdicay to yop1d Batdorlakkog.

Otav ta yepuavikd otpatevpato anoydpnoayv ornd tnv EALLSa, 1 y®pa 1oV KUPLOAEKTIKA
kateotpappév. 300.000 avBpwmor elyav mebdvel and meiva Katd tov yeipdvo tov 1941-1942,
OTOV 1 SVUVAUT KOTOYNG Elxe EMTAEEL TOL OMOOEUATO TPOPILMOV Y10 TIC AVAYKES TOV YEPLOVIKOV
otpatod. AAot 300.000 méBavay amd acbéveies, acttia, dolopovieg kot ekterésels. Ot
YEPUOAVIKEG EVOTAES duvapelg KatéoTpeyay 1.770 moAelg Ko yopid, tpaypatoroiwvros 131
orokavtopata. H moin tov Korkappitov katactpaenke kot 1.436 avdpeg Kot aydpia niuciog
12 £wg 90 etV exteAéomnkay otig 13 Aekepfpiov 1943. X115 10 Iovviov 1944, ctov Aictopo,
117 yovaixkeg, 111 avdpeg kKo 53 moudid ceayrdotray. Ao t1g 14 mg 11 16 Zentepppiov 1943,
ot Bibvvo, 416 kdrokol cpayidotmray, 10 yopid kKdnkov odooyep®dg kot 950 kotowkieg
Kataotpdonkay. X115 16 Avyovostov 1944, oto Koppévo, o yeppavikods otpatdg ceayioce 317
Katoikovg, ek Twv omoimv 97 Ntav Bpéen ko 119 yuvaikeg. Z1ig 3 Tovviov 1941, 300 kdroikot
¢ Kavddvou ektedéotnkav kot 1 Kopdmodn wsonedddnke. Tov Avyovsto tov 1944 ota
Avdyela, ol YEPLOVIKEG SOLVAUELS KOTEGQAEAY 24 NAMKIOUEVOVG TOATTEG Kot KatéoTpeyay 940
KaTolKieg péca og 22 NUEPES.

To yepuavikd ypéoc mpog v EAAGda amd tov B’ Tlaykoouio TToAepo ddvatar va avarvdel og
edne:



1. Amolnmacels 610 OOpATO EYKANUATOV TOAEPOV KOl EYKANUATOV KOTA TG
avOporotntas. H daxoppatikny kovofovAentikn exttponn g BovAng tov EAAvav
extiunoe 1o 2016 10 1066 TV amolnuiwcemy ota 107 dioekatoppvpilo evpm. Me
emtoK1o 3% Kot OVOTOKIGHO, TO XPEOG OVEPYETAL CTUEPO GE EVO TPLGEKATOUUDPLO EVPM.
Yy extipnon avtn) £xel Anedet vrdyn 10 Tocd TV 115 exatoppvpiny HapKOV TOV
katafAnonke ano ) Feppovia oe opropéveg katnyopieg Buopdtmy.

2. Emavop0aoceis yio v Kataotpo@r] TOV vtodopdv g EALddac. To 001kd kot
o1OMNPOdPOLIKS SIKTVLO, TO ALAVLN, 1 TOALTIKY| agpomopia, o IoBpnog g Kopivbov, to
74% 10V gumopKoy 6TOAOL Kot T0 95% TtV emPaTNYOV CKOUPOV Katactpaenkoy. H
Avdoxeyn Eipnvng tov [Hopioiov anévele oty EALGSa 6,7 dioekatoppopto SoAdpLo pe
Tipég Tov 1938, T0s6 mov vroAoyileTan oNjuepa ot 595 droeKATOUUVPLN EVPD LE
tokovg. H Teppoavia éyetl katapdiel povo 20 exatoppvpia dordpio otnv EALGSa.

3. Koatofoi] TV KaTO(IK®OV d0vei®V, BAGEL TNG CLUPOVING TOV VIEYPAPN LETUED
EMédoag ko I'eppaviog to 1941. To cuvolikd mocd extypdtan peta&d 100 ko 506
OIGEKATOULLPI®V EVPD.

4. Awmpaypatevoeig £xovv Eekvijoel petald Tov Yrovpyeiov llomtiopod EALGSG
Kk ['eppaviag yia v emotpo@r] 8.500 apyaroroyik®@v Oncovpdv kot 480 épyov
Coypa@ikng mov eKAAmN oAy OTaV 0 YEPUAVIKOG GTPATOS Omoywpovce amd v EALGda.

To Bepoiivo apveitat va avayvopicetl To gpéog tov, OnAdvovtag Tmg yio ) Ieppoavio to 0&pa
EKAeloE e TV vItoypoen] TG XuvinKng 2+4 to 1990, 1 onoia 001 yNCE GTNV EXAVEVOGT TNG
I'epuaviag. Me povopepn dMAwon 6t to (T TV ETOVOPODCEMY TPOG OTOLNONTOTE YDPO.
éxel kheloet, n Feppavia mpoomabel va amo@yet Tig vopikég kKo n0ucéc g voypemnoelc. H
Emotpovikn Emitponr g Bundestag otig 10 IovAiov 2019 dnpocievoe yvopodotnon
SPOVAOVTOG e TN B€om g KLPEPVNONG, Kol ONAMGE TMG 1) OLOGTOVILKT KLBEPVNOT 0QEiLeL
va amodeyBel ™ d1ebvn dratnoia oto Atebvéc Awaotipilo g Xayng yio tnv eniivom tov
{ntuoatoc. Axoua Opmg kot T culTnon yio TV KatafBoAr Tov Katoytkov daveiov, 1o omoio
amotelel cupPatikn vroypémon Ommwg OAa ta ddvela, N ['eppavia v aroppintel. Mdlota,
akoun kot eni Xithep, katapAndnkav 600 1 tpeig docels. To Beporivo oyvpileton 6Tt TO ddvelo
amotedel LEPOG TV EMOVOPHDGEDV Kol MG €K TOVTOV OV VIOKEITAL GE OLATPOYLATEVCT] O10TL Kol
avto Bewpeiton OTL el Kheioet.

H adidAraktn otdon tov Beporivov oto {jtnua Tov yepuavikov ypEeovg, Kaddg kot n
anpoBupio TV EAANVIKGOV KUBEPVNGEDV va £yElpovV TO BEA LLE TO ATOPAGIGTIKO TPOTO,
amotelel Tov KOp1o Adyo yia Tov omoio onpovpyndnke tépvot H AweOvijg Emrponn
I'eppavikov Xpéovg tpog Tnv EALGSa, 1 onoia Exel kataympnBel oto Ovtdpro tov Kavadd.
Amaptileton and EAANveg g dtaomopdg kot g untporotikng EAAGdac. IIpoedpdg e eivat o
INopyog Maviog, mpamy [pdedpog tov Kavaso-EAinvucod Koykpésov, Avturpdedpoc n Ap
ELévn Zafpaxn, Opdtiun Kabnyntpua tov Havemompiov Kpitg, l'evikdg I'pappotéag o Ap
Kootag [Manmdg, mupnvikdg puoikds, kot ToAhoi Aot pHetald TV omoimV Kot 0 VTOYPAP®V,
mov £xetl TV evOHVN TV dnuociov oxécemv ™ Emtponng. H evrodn g Emtponig eivon va
JLEVKOADVEL, LEG® GLVIYOPLOG, KOWMVIKNG Kol TOATIKNG dpdong, £pEuvag Kot EKTAIdEVLoNS, TN
dtekdiknon v moAspkmv vroypedsemv ¢ [N'eppaviag mpog v EALGSa. H Emitponn vréPale
vropvnua ot Bovn tov EAAvov otig 20 Moaptiov, pe TpoTtdoelg yio Ty avalmoyovnon g
EUTAOKNG TNG 6TO CNTNHO KOl TNV AGKNOT TEGNG TPOG TIG EAAMNVIKES KO YEPHOVIKEG
KuPepvnoets. EmmAéov, n Emtpony| d1o0pydvmoe dtadnriooelg otnv ABnva kot ot Oecscaiovikn



oT1G 6 Ampidiov, nuepounvia g eloPfoAng g I'epuaviog otnv EALGSa o 1941, unpootd and
v [peoPeia kar to [Ipo&eveio g eppaviag, amartdvrog omd 1o Beporivo v katafoin twv
0PEIL®V TOL Tpog TNV EALGSA.

H adwooldoynm dpvnon mc I'eppaviag va eEopAnoet ta ypén g and tov B’ Tlaykoouio
[ToAepo pog v EALGSa pémel va amacyoAnoel T Mooya yia tov €E1g AOY0: KaTd TIC

Py atevoELg 1pnvne mov Ba apyicovv yio Tov TEPLOTIoUO TG GVYKpovotg oty Ovkpavia,
10 BEU0 TV POCIKAOV TOAEUIK®V enavopbhcewv Ba tebel eni Tdmmrtog. H pwoikn aviupocmneio
Oa Tpémel va avapépel wg Tporyovuevo v dpvnon g I'epuaviog va katapdrel Ta Gvo Tov
€VOC TPLOEKATOUHVPIOL EVPD TTOV 0@eiiel otV EALGSa amd tov B’ Tlaykdo o TToAepo, kot va
vroypoppicel Toc povov o6tav 1 I'eppavia amolnumocet v EAAGSQ Y10 TIg KATAGTPOPES TOL
TPOKAAEGE, TOTE evdeyouéVRs 1 Pooia va eetdoet Betikdtepa To B0 TV emavopbdoewv Tpog
v Ovkpavia.

Kabag tipodpe v 80M Enétero g Nikng otov Meyddo Ilatprotikd [1oAepo, Ba npénet va
EYOLLLE LTTOYT OGS KOt VOL TopakoAovBoVLE e TposoyT| ToV eV e&gliEetl eEomAMapd TG
Iepuaviag, Aappdvovtag vwoyn TV 16Topia TG, N ool teivel va emavaiapfavetol. Metd tov
A’ Tlaykooo TIoAepo, n Xvvonkn tov Bepcailiov tov 1919 vroypémoe t [N'epuavia va
aponiotel, mepropilovrtag tov otpatd g o€ 100.000 oTpatidTeg KOt amayopedlovtag
dwtnpnon aepomopioc. Metd 1o 1933, n I'eppavia dpyioe va eraveEomiileTon anpoxkdivnta,
Yopig avtidopaon and ta kpdtn mov v glyav viknoel. 'Etot, to Beporivo mpoymdpnoe otov B’
[Moykoopio [Tolepo. Metd to téhog Ttov moAépov, n ['epuavia vroxpedOnke, Pdoet g ZuvOnKng
tov [T6tadap tov 1945, va ywpiotel oe {DVEG KOTOYNG, VO ATOGTPATIOTIKOTOOEL KoL va
LEWOGEL OpACTIKA TN Propmyoviky| g tapaymyn. Me v évapén tov Poypov [ToAépov kot g
ovppaing otnv Kopéa, ta pétpa avtd apdnkav otadtaxd, kKot to 1955 n Avtikn l'eppavia
glonAfe oto NATO. H ZuvOnin 2+4 tov 1990, pe v onola emavevodnke n Feppoavio, enéfade
nepropiopovs. To ApBpo 3 amayopevet T xpnon 1 Tapay®yn TUPNVIKGOV, BLOAOYIKAOV 1] Y1UIKOV
OMA®V, VO TPOPAETETAL 1) TAPALOVT] TNG XDPOG 6T ZuvOnkn tepi Mn Arddoong [Tupnvikov
Onhwv. Ot yeppavikeg Evomies duvapuelg meplopiovrot og kot’ avatato 0pto 370.000
otpatiotes. TéLog, T0 ApBpo 5 amayopedet ) otdbugvon Eévav evomiwv dvvapemy 1
TUPNVIKOV OTA®V otV Tpodnv Avatolkn [epuavia. Equepa, to Beporivo mpoteivel otov
TPOVTOAOYIGLO TOV —PNCLOTOIDVTAG O TPAGYNLLA TN GVYKpovot otnv Ovkpavio— Eva
palo mpoypoappa eraveEonAopov. 500 d1oekaToppdpla VPO Yio LITOSOUES Kot dAAa 500
dtoeKATOUIVPLYL Yo EE0MMOTIKA Tpoypappato. Kot kaveig dev avidpd, onwg akpipdg cuvéRn
kot tpv Tov B’ [Mayxoouio TToAepo. H T'epuavia dtabétet ta kepdioio yio avtd 1o 6YE€610 —
EMOPEVMG, B Lmopohce va £l AMOTANPAOGEL TO YPEOS TNG TPOS TV ABTva avTi va
TPOETOALETOL, OEGOUEVOD OTL 1] YEPUOVIKT) 10TOPia emavarlapaveTatl, {6mG Kot TAAL Y10 Vo
TPOKAAEGEL KATOGTPOPT).

Ev kataxieion, cvyyaipovpe tov Aad ¢ Pooiog kabohg tipovpe v 80M Enéteto g Meyding
[Moatprotikng Nikng kot tovifovpe 6TL Tpémetl va AneHoHv pétpa, dote 1 1otopio vo un
emovaAneOet Yo Tpitn Qopd.
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THE GREEK RESISTANCE MOVEMENT DURING THE GERMAN OCCUPATION 1941-1944
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Germany invaded Greece on April 6,1941 and occupied Athens on April 27. The first confirmed
act of resistance took place on the night of May 30 when two university students Apostolos
Santas and Manolis Glezos climbed the northwest face of the Acropolis and tore down the
swastika flag. The first wider resistance movements occurred in Northern Greece after Bulgaria
annexed Greek territories. During the night of September 28-29, the people of Drama arose but
were suppressed and 300 to 500 inhabitants were executed by the Bulgarian army. In the next
few weeks around 15.000 civilians were killed.

The first major resistance organization to be founded was the National Liberation Front (EAM)
which by 1944 numbered more than 1.800.000. It was organized by the Communist Party of
Greece (KKE). In 1942 the army of EAM was formed, the Greek People’s Liberation Army
(ELAS) under Aris Velouchiotis. The second largest resistance organization was the center
oriented National Republican Greek League (EDES), led by a former army officer colonel
Napoleon Zervas.

One of the most spectacular acts of sabotage was executed on November 25,1942 when the
Gorgopotamos railroad bridge, connecting northern to southern Greece was blown up in an
operation executed jointly by ELAS and EDES.

Resistance in Crete was strong and centered on the mountains. On April 26,1944 General
Heinrich Kreipe was abducted by British agents and Greek resistance groups and taken to Cairo
for interrogation. Crete paid dearly for its resistance and many villages were destroyed and
many civilians executed.1

One of the most important forms or resistance was the mass protest movements of the people.
On March 25,1942, as students attempted to lay a wreath at the tomb of the unknown soldier for
the anniversary of the National Day, they were attacked by mounted Italian police. Four
students were killed and many others injured. The same events took place in 1943 with even
more fatalities in various parts of Athens. The brutality of the occupying forces awakened the
spirit of resistance amongst the wider urban population. Soon after, the Telecommunications
and Postal workers began to strike in Athens, a strike which spread throughout the country.
While the strikers’ demands were financial, it quickly assumed a political aspect, as the strike
was encouraged by EAM. The strike ended on April 21 with the full capitulation of the
collaborationist government to the strikers demands including the immediate release of arrested
strike leaders.2Attempts to create a Greek Legion to fight with the Germans in Stalingrad failed
mainly because of the unwillingness of Greek officers and soldiers to participate in such an
enterprise3.Protests were launched against sending Greeks to work in Germany. The first
demonstration was organized on Feb 7,1943. Throughout February successive strikes and
demonstrations paralyzed Athens, in a massive rally on the 24" of February with the
participation of 70.000 people and on March 5" with 300.000 people. The Ministry of Labor was
taken over by the demonstrators and the files of workers to be sent to Germany were burned.18



demonstrators were killed and 135 injured by the German and lItalian troops. Previously the
funeral of the national poet Kostis Palamas on February 28 turned into an anti- axis
demonstration. Finally, the plan to send Greek workers to Germany collapsed. 4.

But then towards the end of the war Greece started having problems with its ally Great Britain
who in August 1944 made an agreement with Germany in Lisbon. This agreement provided that
the evacuation of Greece by German troops would be free from British obstructions. In this way
the British army would not suffer damages and would remain strong to fight EAM —ELAS as
soon as the Germans left 5. In Crete the British agreed with the Germans that German
prisoners of war should remain on the island. And this happened. The German prisoners
remained in Crete for 7 months after the war had ended, until May 1945 with their weapons and
were used to fight ELAS. During that period of British- German occupation of Crete, the
Germans murdered 45 Cretans and bombed the village of Vatolakko.6.

When the German armed forces left Greece, the country had been literally destroyed.300.000
people had died because of famine in the winter of 1941-1942 when the occupying force had
confiscated food supplies to be used by the German army. Another 300.000 died fom disease,
malnutrition, killings and exec utions. The German armed forces destroyed 1770 towns and
villages with 131 holocausts. The town of Kalavrita was destroyed and 1436 men and boys from
the ages between 12-90 were executed on December 13,1944.0n June 10,1944 in the town of
Distomo 117 women,111 men and 53 children were slaughtered. From 14-16 September
1943,in the town of Vianno 416 inhabitants were slaughtered,10 villages were burnt to the
ground and 950 houses were destroyed. On August 16,1944 in the town of Kommeno the
German army slaughtered 317 inhabitants that included 97 infants and 119 women. On June
3,1941 300 inhabitants of Kandanos were executed and the town razed to the ground. In August
1944 in Anogeia, the German armed forces slaughtered 24 elderly citizens and destroyed 940
houses in 22 days.

The German debt to Greece from WW2 can be broken down as follows:

1.Compensation to the victims of war crimes and crimes against humanity. The bipartisan
parliamentary committee of the Greek parliament estimated in 2016 the compensation to be 107
billion euros. With a 3% interest rate and compound interests, the debt stands today at one
trillion euros. In this estimate the 115 million German marks paid by Germany to certain
categories of victims have been taken into consideration.

2.Reparation for the destruction of the infrastructure of Greece. The road and rail network, ports,
civil aviation ,the isthmus of Corinth,74% of the commercial fleet and 95% of passenger boats
were destroyed. The Paris Peace Conference awarded to Greece 6.7 billion dollars at 1938
prices, an amount that is estimated today to be 595 billion euros with interest. Germany has
paid Greece only 20 million dollars.

3.Payment of the occupation loans, based on the contract signed between Greece and
Germany in 1941.The total amount is estimated to be 100 and 506 billion euros.



4 Discussions have started between the Ministries of Culture of Greece and Germany for the
return of 8.500 archaeological treasures and 480 paintings that were stolen when the German
army was leaving Greece.7.

Berlin refuses to recognize its debt saying that for Germany the issue was closed with the
signature of the 2+4 Treaty in 1990 that led to the reunification of Germany. With a unilateral
statement that the issue of reparations to any country has been closed as far as Germany is
concerned, Berlin is trying to get away from her legal and moral obligations. The Scientific
Committee of the Bundestag on July 10,2019 published an opinion disagreeing with the
position of the Government and stated that the German government should accept to go with
Greece to the International Court of the Hague to resolve this issue. But Germany even refuses
to discuss the payment of the loan which is a contractual obligation ,like all loans and even
under Hitler two or three installments were paid. Berlin says that they consider the loan as a
reparation and hence will not discuss it because it also is considered closed.

The intransigent position on the issue of the German debt by Berlin and the unwillingness of
Greek governments to raise the issue with Germany in a stronger manner until now, is the main
reason that The International Committee of the German Debts to Greece was created last year
and is registered in Ontario Canada. It is composed of Greeks of the diaspora and of Greece.

Its President is George Manios, Former President of the Canadian Hellenic Congress, Dr Eleni
Savvaki Professor Emeritus at the University of Crete as Vice-President, Dr. Costas Pappas
Nuclear Physicist as Secretary General and many others including me, who oversees public
relations of the Committee. The mandate of the Committee is to facilitate through advocacy,
civic, political action, research and education, the readdress of Germany’s war time obligations
to Greece. The Committee submitted a memorandum to Greek parliament on March 20 with
proposals on how to revitalize its involvement in exerting pressure to the Greek and German
governments on this issue. Committee also organized demonstrations in Athens and in
Thessaloniki on April 6, date when Germany invaded Greece in 1941,at the German Embassy
and Consulate demanding the payment by Berlin of what it owes to Greece.

The unjustified unwillingness of Germany to pay its debts from WWII to Greece should be of
interest to Moscow for the following reason. During the peace negotiations that will start to end
the conflict in the Ukraine, the issue of Russian war reparations will be raised. The Russian
delegation should mention as a precedent the refusal of Germany to pay the more than 1 trillion
euros that it owes to Greece from the WWII and make a point of stating that once Germany
compensates Greece for the destruction that it caused, then Russia might examine in a more
positive way the issue of war reparations to Ukraine.

As we are commemorating the 80th Anniversary of the Victory in the Great Patriotic War, one
should keep in mind and carefully follow the ongoing rearmament of Germany, taking into
consideration the history of Germany that has a tendency to repeat itself. After WWI the
Versailles treaty of 1919 obliged Germany to disarm, reducing its army to 100.000 soldiers and
was not allowed to have an air force. After 1933 Germany started openly to rearm with no
objection from the countries that had defeated it. Thus Berlin proceeded to WWII. After that war
finished ,Germany was obliged by the Potsdam Treaty of 1945 to be divided in zones of



occupation, to demilitarize and to reduce drastically its industrial production. With the beginning
of the cold war and the Korea conflict, these measures were gradually lifted and in 1955 West
Germany joined NATO. The 2+4 Treaty of 1990 by which Germany was reunited, imposed
restrictions. Article 3 prohibits the use or production of nuclear, biological or chemical weapons
while it will remain a signatory to the Treaty of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. The
German armed forces are restricted to not more than 370.000 soldiers. Finally, article 5
prohibits the stationing of foreign armed forces or nuclear weapons in the area of what was East
Germany. Berlin is now proposing in her budget, using as an excuse the conflict in the Ukraine,
a massive program of rearming itself.500 billion euros for infrastructure programs and another
500 billion for armaments. And no one is saying anything, as was the case before WWII.
Germany possesses the funds for this project, so it could have paid its debt to Athens instead of
preparing, since German history repeats itself, to perhaps create more damage again.8

In conclusion we congratulate the people of Russia as we commemorate the 80" Anniversary of
the Great Patriotic war and underline that measures must be taken so that history does not
repeat itself for a third time.
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